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Where We Started 

• 107 sites

• 1,000 metric tons of weapons-grade uranium

• 100 metric tons of plutonium

• Tens of thousands o nuclear warheads 

• 90 million gallons of liquid waste

• 5,000 contaminated facilities 

• 700,000 tons of depleted uranium

• Millions of cubic meters of contaminated soil

• Billions of gallons of contaminated groundwater



EM’s Significant Progress Cleaning Up Cold War’s 
Environmental Legacy
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Where We Are Today



Completed

• Footprint reduced by 90% to less than 300 square miles 

• Disposal of approximately 75% of low-level 
radioactive waste and mixed-low-level waste across the 
EM complex  

• Remediation of approximately 75% of soil and 
groundwater release sites 

• Completion of D&D activities at over 50% of 
radioactive and industrial facilities



Depleted Uranium Disp.

Environmental Cleanup Progress – A Snapshot

Mission Area
Est. End 

Date
Remaining 

Cost*
Metric Name Progress To Date

Nuclear Materials Disp. 2034 $4.8B

2038 $4.1B

Spent Nuclear Fuel Disp. 2037 $9.7B

Solid Waste Disp. 2066 $16.9B

Liquid Tank Waste Disp.

2075 $21.5B

Soil and Groundwater 
Remediation /
Facility Deactivation & 
Decommissioning

2050 $80.5B

* EM calculates both a low and high cost estimate that incorporates different levels of risk 
contingency. The figure displayed represents the high cost estimate.

Metric Name and Unit Legend:              CH = 
Contact Handled

RH = Remote Handled             

MTHM = Metric Tons of Heavy Metal
TRU = Transuranic Waste

LLW = Low Level Waste

M/LLW = Mixed and Low Level Waste
HLW = High Level Waste 

Pu = Plutonium

Remaining Units of 
Total Life Cycle

0%                25%                 50%                75%                100%

Geographic Sites 2075 N/A



1. Project Management



2. Legal and Regulatory 
Commitments



3. Establishing long-term 
financing



4. Recruiting and maintaining 
workforce



5. Developing new technologies


